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Melissa Doménika Cabanilla Hernández 
ASSOCIATE 
 

Melissa is a lawyer from Universidad de Especialidades Espíritu Santo and has a master’s 
degree in law with a Major in Procedural Law from Universidad Católica de Guayaquil. 

Author of the book “Evidence assessment in the Ecuadorian appeal” which studies the main 
challenges of this topic both in its legal configuration and in its jurisprudential development. 
Author of various academic articles, among which stands out “The joint assessment of 
evidence” published in the book “Current issues of procedural law” (Collective work of the 
Ecuadorian Institute of Procedural Law). 

Melissa is as well member of the Ecuadorian Institute of Procedural Law, lecturer at 
Universidad San Francisco de Quito where she teaches General Processes, Introduction to 
Procedural Law and Theory of Evidence. 

In professional practice melissa’s areas of expertise include procedural, administrative and 
constitutional law. She worked in institutions such as Ecuador’s Constitutional Court and the 
Ministry of Women and Human Rights, where she undertook the role of Undersecretary for 
the Prevention and Eradication of Violence against Women.  

 

 
Professional Experience 

• Intermediate Associate, Bustamante and Fabara    2023 / Current 

• Undersecretary for Prevention and Eradication of    2023 
Violence against Women, Children and Adolescents - 
Ministry of Women and Human rights.  

• Disciplinary Control Analyst, Guayas Provincial Court of Justice.  2021 / 2022 

• Regional Coordinator, Ecuador’s constitutional court.   2019 / 2020 

• Head of Public Procurement, Municipality of Daule.   2020 

• Public Procurement Lawyer, Guayaquil Siglo XXI,    2017 / 2019 
Municipal foundation for urban regeneration  

• Legal Assistant, Municipality of Guayaquil    2014 
 
Education 

• Graduate degree: Lawyer (Universidad de Especialidades Espíritu Santo) 

• Postgraduate degree: Master of law, mention in procedural lar. (Universidad Católica 
de Santiago de Guayaquil)  
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Languages 

• Spanish  

• English 
 
Contact  

• Email: mcabanilla@bustamantefabara.com  

• Tel: +593 2 2562680 

• Cel: +593 9 992 11329 


